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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1723

AS AMVENDED BY THE SENATE

Passed Legislature - 2013 Regul ar Sessi on

State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session
By House Appropriations (originally sponsored by Representatives
Kagi, Wlsh, Farrell, Maxwell, Roberts, Freeman, Goodnan, Sawyer,
Sul l'ivan, Jinkins, Seaquist, Lytton, Haigh, Hunter, Morrell, Sells,

Ryu, Morris, MCoy, Reykdal, Tarleton, Tharinger, Pollet, Fey,
Moscoso, Bergquist, O nsby, and Sant 0s)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 01/ 13.

AN ACT Relating to expanding and streamlining early |earning
services and prograns; amending RCW 28A 150.220, 43.215.100, and
43. 215. 430; reenacting and anmendi ng RCW 43.215.010, 43.215.020, and
43. 215. 135; adding a new section to chapter 43.215 RCW creating a new
section; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A newsectionis added to chapter 43.215 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The |l egislature finds that the first five years of a child's life
establish the foundation for educational success. The legislature also
finds that children who have high quality early | earning opportunities
frombirth through age five are nore likely to succeed throughout their
K-12 education and beyond. The legislature further finds that the
benefits of high quality early | earning experiences are particularly
significant for Jlowincone parents and children, and provide an
opportunity to narrow the opportunity gap in Wshington's K-12
educational system The |egislature understands that early supports
for high-risk parents of young children through honme visiting services
show a high return on investnent due to significantly inproved chances
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© 00 N O Ol WDN P

[ S S S S
a A WO N R O

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

of better education, health, and |ife outconmes for children. The
| egi sl ature further recogni zes that, when parents work or go to school,
high quality and full-day early learning opportunities should be
avai l able and accessible for their children. In order to inprove
educati on outcones, particularly for lowincone children, t he
legislature is commtted to expanding high quality early Ilearning
opportunities and integrating currently disparate funding streanms for
al | birth-to-five early Jlearning services including, wor ki ng
connections child care and the early chil dhood educati on and assi st ance
program into a single high quality continuum of | earning that provides
essential services to lowincone famlies and prepares all enrolled
children for success in school. The legislature therefore intends to
establish the early start program to provide a continuum of high
quality and accountable early |l earning opportunities for Washington's
parents and chil dren.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A 150.220 and 2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 27 s 1 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) In order for students to have the opportunity to develop the
basi ¢ education know edge and skills under RCW 28A. 150.210, school
districts nust provide instruction of sufficient quantity and quality
and give students the opportunity to conplete graduation requirenents
that are intended to prepare them for postsecondary education, gainfu
enpl oynent, and citizenship. The program established wunder this
section shall be the mninmminstructional program of basic education
of fered by school districts.

(2) Each school district shall nake available to students the
follow ng mnimuminstructional offering each school year:

(a) For students enrolled in grades one through twelve, at |east a
district-w de annual average of one thousand hours, which shall be
increased to at |east one thousand eighty instructional hours for
students enrolled in each of grades seven through twelve and at | east
one thousand instructional hours for students in each of grades one
through six according to an inplenentation schedule adopted by the
| egi sl ature, but not before the 2014-15 school year; and

(b) For students enrolled in kindergarten, at |east four hundred
fifty instructional hours, which shall be increased to at |east one

2SHB 1723. SL p. 2
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t housand i nstructional hours according to the inplenentation schedul e
under RCW 28A. 150. 315.

(3) The instructional program of basic education provided by each
school district shall include:

(a) Instruction in the essential academic |earning requirenments
under RCW 28A. 655. 070;

(b) Instruction that provides students the opportunity to conplete
twenty-four credits for high school graduation, subject to a phased-in
i npl enentation of the twenty-four credits as established by the
| egislature. Course distribution requirenents nmay be established by
the state board of education under RCW 28A. 230. 090;

(c) If the essential academc l|earning requirenents include a
requi renent of | anguages other than English, the requirenent may be net
by students receiving instruction in one or nore Anerican |Indian
| anguages;

(d) Supplenental instruction and services for underachieving
students through the | earning assistance program under RCW 28A. 165. 005
t hrough 28A. 165. 065;

(e) Supplenental instruction and services for eligible and enrolled
students whose primary |anguage is other than English through the
transitional Dbilingual instruction program under RCW 28A. 180.010
t hrough 28A. 180. 080;

(f) The opportunity for an appropriate education at public expense
as defined by RCW 28A.155.020 for all eligible students wth
disabilities as defined in RCW28A. 155. 020; and

(g) Progranms for highly capable students under RCW 28A. 185.010
t hrough 28A. 185. 030.

(4) Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to require
i ndi vidual students to attend school for any particul ar nunber of hours
per day or to take any particul ar courses.

(5) Each school district's kindergarten through twelfth grade basic
educational program shall be accessible to all students who are five
years of age, as provided by RCW 28A. 225. 160, and | ess than twenty-one
years of age and shall consist of a mninmm of one hundred eighty
school days per school year in such grades as are conducted by a schoo
district, and one hundred eighty half-days of instruction, or
equivalent, in kindergarten, to be increased to a mninmm of one
hundred eighty school days per school vyear according to the

p. 3 2SHB 1723. SL
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i npl enentation schedule under RCW 28A 150. 315. However, schools
adm nistering the Wshington kindergarten inventory of devel oping
skills may use up to three school days at the beginning of the schoo
year to_neet wth_ parents_and famlies as_required in_the_ parent
i nvol venent conponent of the inventory. 1In addition, effective May 1,
1979, a school district may schedule the |last five school days of the
one hundred and ei ghty day school year for noninstructional purposes in
the case of students who are graduating from high school, including,
but not limted to, the observance of graduation and early rel ease from
school wupon the request of a student, and all such students may be
claimed as a full-time equivalent student to the extent they could
ot herwi se have been so clained for the purposes of RCW 28A. 150. 250 and
28A. 150. 260.

(6) Nothing in this section precludes a school district from
enriching the instructional program of basic education, such as
offering additional instruction or providing additional services,
prograns, or activities that the school district determnes to be
appropriate for the education of the school district's students.

(7) The state board of education shall adopt rules to inplenent and
ensure conpliance with the program requirenents inposed by this
section, RCW28A. 150. 250 and 28A. 150. 260, and such rel ated suppl enent al
program approval requirenents as the state board nay establi sh.

Sec. 3. RCWA43.215.010 and 2011 ¢ 295 s 3 and 2011 ¢ 78 s 1 are
each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Agency" neans any person, firm partnership, association,
corporation, or facility that provides child care and early | earning
services outside a child's own home and includes the follow ng
irrespective of whether there is conpensation to the agency:

(a) "Child day care center" neans an agency that regularly provides
((ehitd—day—eare)) early childhood_ education and early |earning
services for a group of children for periods of |ess than twenty-four
hour s;

(b) "Early learning”" includes but is not limted to prograns and
services for <child care; state, federal, private, and nonprofit

2SHB 1723. SL p. 4
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preschool; child care subsidies; child care resource and referral;
parental education and support; and training and professiona
devel opnent for early | earning professionals;

(c) "Famly day care provider"” neans a child ((éday)) care provider
who regul arly provides ((ehitd—dayeare)) early chil dhood educati on and
early learning services for not nore than twelve children in the
provider's hone in the famly living quarters;

(d) "Nongovernnental private-public partnership” nmeans an entity
registered as a nonprofit corporation in Wshington state with a
primary focus on early learning, school readiness, and parental
support, and an ability to raise a mnimumof five mllion dollars in
contri butions;

(e) "Service provider" neans the entity that operates a comunity
facility.

(2) "Agency" does not include the foll ow ng:

(a) Persons related to the child in the foll ow ng ways:

(1) Any blood relative, including those of half-blood, and
including first cousins, nephews or nieces, and persons of preceding
generations as denoted by prefixes of grand, great, or great-great;

(11) Stepfather, stepnother, stepbrother, and stepsister;

(ti1) A person who legally adopts a child or the child s parent as
well as the natural and other legally adopted children of such persons,
and other relatives of the adoptive parents in accordance with state
| aw;, or

(iv) Spouses of any persons naned in (a)(i), (iit), or (iii) of this
subsection (2)((a))), even after the marriage is term nated;

(b) Persons who are | egal guardians of the child,

(c) Persons who care for a neighbor's or friend's child or
children, with or without conpensation, where the person providing care
for periods of less than twenty-four hours does not conduct such
activity on an ongoing, regularly schedul ed basis for the purpose of
engaging 1in business, which includes, but is not Ilimted to,
advertising such care;

(d) Parents on a nutually cooperative basis exchange care of one
anot her's chil dren;

(e) Nursery schools ((erktndergartens)) that are engaged primarily
in ((edueational—werk)) early childhood_ education wth preschool

p. 5 2SHB 1723. SL
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children and in which nochild is enrolled on a regular basis for nore
than four hours per day;

(f) Schools, including boardi ng schools, that are engaged primarily
in education, operate on a definite school year schedule, follow a
stated academ c curriculum accept only school -age children, and do not
accept custody of children;

(g) Seasonal canps of three nonths' or |ess duration engaged
primarily in recreational or educational activities;

(h) Facilities providing child care for periods of |ess than
twenty-four hours when a parent or |egal guardian of the child remains
on the prem ses of the facility for the purpose of participating in:

(1) Activities other than enploynent; or

(ii1) Enploynent of up to two hours per day when the facility is
operated by a nonprofit entity that al so operates a |licensed child care
program at the same facility in another |location or at another
facility;

from—any—state—or—federal—ageney——and—s—supperted—in—part—by—an
endowrent—oer—trust—und—

H)—Ar—ageney)) A programoperated by any unit of local, state, or
federal governnment or an agency, located within the boundaries of a
federally recogni zed I ndi an reservation, |icensed by the Indian tribe;

((H—Anr—ageney)) (J) A program located on a federal military

reservation, except where the mlitary authorities request that such
agency be subject to the licensing requirenents of this chapter;

((H—An—ageney)) (K) A program that offers early learning and
support services, such as parent education, and does not provide child
care services on a regul ar basis.

(3) "Applicant” nmeans a person who requests or seeks enploynent in
an agency.

(4) "Conviction information" neans crimnal history record
information relating to an incident which has led to a conviction or
ot her disposition adverse to the applicant.

(5) "Departnment” means the departnment of early | earning.

(6) "Director"” nmeans the director of the departnent.

(7) "Early achievers" neans a programthat inproves the quality of

2SHB 1723. SL p. 6
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early learning_progranms and supports_and rewards providers for their
participation.

(8) "Early start" neans _an_integrated high quality continuum of
early learning_ prograns_for_ children_birth-to-five years_ of age.
Conmponents of early start include, but are not |inmted to, the
fol | ow ng:

(a) Hone visiting and parent education and support prograns;

(b) The early achievers programdescribed in RCWA43. 215. 100;

(c) Integrated full-day and part-day high quality early | earning
prograns; and

(d) H gh quality preschool for _ children whose famly incone is at
or bel ow one hundred ten percent of the federal poverty |evel.

(9) "Enployer"” neans a person or business that engages the services
of one or nore people, especially for wages or salary to work in an
agency.

((8))) (10) "Enforcenent action" neans denial, suspension,
revocation, nodification, or nonrenewal of a |icense pursuant to RCW
43. 215. 300(1) or assessnent of civil nonetary penalties pursuant to RCW
43. 215. 300( 3) .

((69Y)) (11) "Negative action"” neans a court order, court judgnent,
or an adverse action taken by an agency, in any state, federal, tribal,
or foreign jurisdiction, which results in a finding against the
appl i cant reasonabl y related to the individual's character,
suitability, and conpetence to care for or have unsupervi sed access to
children in child care. This may include, but is not [imted to:

(a) A decision issued by an adm nistrative | aw judge;

(b) A final determ nation, decision, or finding nmade by an agency
foll owi ng an i nvesti gati on;

(c) An adverse agency action, including term nation, revocation, or
denial of a license or certification, or if pending adverse agency
action, the voluntary surrender of a Ilicense, certification, or
contract in lieu of the adverse action;

(d) Arevocation, denial, or restriction placed on any prof essi onal
license; or

(e) Afinal decision of a disciplinary board.

((£291)) (12) "Nonconviction information" neans arrest, founded
all egations of child abuse, or neglect pursuant to chapter 26.44 RCW
or other negative action adverse to the applicant.

p. 7 2SHB 1723. SL
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((+)) (13) "Probationary license" nmeans a license issued as a
disciplinary neasure to an agency that has previously been issued a
full license but is out of conpliance with |Iicensing standards.

((+2»)) (14) "Requirenent" neans any rule, regulation, or standard
of care to be maintai ned by an agency.

(15) "Washington state preschool progrant neans an__education
program for_ children_three-to-five years of age_who_ have_ not yet
entered Kkindergarten, such as the early childhood education and
assi stance program

*NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1)(a) The chairs of the early learning
commttees of the legislature shall convene a technical working group
to:

(1) Review federal and state early education fundi ng streans;

(1) Devel op technical options for aligning eligibility
requi renents for child care and Washi ngton state preschool ;

(ti1) Develop recommendations for an effective and responsive
eligibility system

(iv) Develop technical options for system designs that blend and
braid disparate federal and state funding streams into a single
program including the option of applying for waivers from existing
federal requirenents; and

(v) Present findings and options in a report to the early |earning
comm ttees of both houses of the | egislature by Decenber 1, 2013.

(b) At a mnimm the technical working group nust be conposed of
financial and policy staff from the departnent of social and health
services and the departnent of early |earning.

(2) The technical working group shall provide nonthly progress
reports to the staff of the legislative early |learning conmttees and
the relevant legislative fiscal committees. The legislative staff
shall share the progress reports with the chairs of the legislative
commi ttees. The chairs of the commttees may provide additional
gui dance to the working group through |egislative staff depending on
the information that is shared with the chairs.

(3) This section expires Decenber 31, 2013.

*Sec. 4 was vetoed. See nessage at end of chapter.

Sec. 5. RCW 43. 215. 020 and 2010 ¢ 233 s 1, 2010 c 232 s 2, and
2010 ¢ 231 s 6 are each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

2SHB 1723. SL p. 8
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(1) The department of early learning is created as an executive
branch agency. The departnent is vested with all powers and duties
transferred to it under this chapter and such other powers and duties
as may be authorized by | aw.

(2) The primary duties of the departnment are to inplenment state
early learning policy and to coordinate, consolidate, and integrate
child care and early learning prograns in order to adm nister prograns
and funding as efficiently as possible. The departnent's duties
i nclude, but are not limted to, the follow ng:

(a) To support both public and private sectors toward a
conprehensi ve and col |l aborative systemof early learning that serves
parents, children, and providers and to encourage best practices in
child care and early | earning prograns;

(b) To make early learning resources available to parents and
caregi vers;

(c) To carry out activities, including providing clear and easily
accessi ble information about quality and inproving the quality of early
| earning opportunities for young children, in cooperation with the
nongover nnental private-public partnership;

(d) To admi nister child care and early |earning prograns;

(e) To apply data already collected conparing the follow ng factors
and nmake biennial recommendations to the |legislature regardi ng working

connections subsidy and_state-funded preschool rates and conpensation
nodels that would attract and retain_ high quality early |earning
pr of essi onal s:

(i) State-funded early learning subsidy rates and narket rates of
licensed early I earning honmes and centers;

(ii) Conpensation of early learning educators in |licensed centers
and honmes and early learning teachers at state higher education
institutions;

(iii) State-funded preschool program_ conpensation rates and
Washi ngton state head start programconpensation rates; and

(iv) State-funded preschool program conpensation to conpensation in

simlar conprehensive prograns in other states.

(f) To serve as the state |lead agency for Part C of the federa
individuals with disabilities education act (1DEA);

((8)) (g) To standardize internal financial audits, oversight

p. 9 2SHB 1723. SL
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visits, performance benchmarks, and licensing criteria, so that
progranms can function in an integrated fashion;

((e)) (h) To support the inplenentation of the nongovernnenta
private-public partnership and cooperate with that partnership in
pursuing its goals including providing data and support necessary for
t he successful work of the partnership;

(((h)) (i) To work cooperatively and in coordination with the
early | earning council

((6)) (J) To collaborate with the K-12 school systemat the state
and local levels to ensure appropriate connections and snooth
transitions between early | earning and K-12 prograns;

((6)) (k) To devel op and adopt rules for adm nistration of the
program of early |l earning established in RCW 43. 215. 141;

(()) (1) To develop a conprehensive birth-to-three plan to
provi de educati on and support through a continuum of options incl uding,
but not |imted to, services such as: Honme wvisiting; quality
incentives for infant and toddler child care subsidies; quality
i nprovenents for famly honme and center-based child care prograns
serving infants and toddl ers; professional devel opnent; early literacy
programs; and informal supports for famly, friend, and neighbor
caregi vers; and

((H)) (M Upon the devel opnent of an early learning informtion
system to make available to parents tinely inspection and |icensing
action information and provider comments through the internet and ot her
nmeans.

(3) Wien additional funds are appropriated for the specific purpose

of hone visiting and parent and careqi ver support, the departnent nust

reserve_at Jleast eighty percent for_ honme visiting services to_ be
deposited_into the hone visiting services account and up to_twenty
percent of the new funds for other parent or caregiver support.

(4 Hone visiting services nust include prograns_ that serve
famlies involved in the child welfare system

(5) Subject to the availability of anmpunts appropriated for this
specific_purpose, the legislature shall fund the expansion_in_the
Washi ngton state preschool program pursuant to ROW43.215.142 in fiscal
year 2014.

(6) The departnent's prograns shall be designed in a way that
respects and preserves the ability of parents and | egal guardians to

2SHB 1723. SL p. 10
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direct the education, devel opnent, and upbringing of their children,
and that recognizes and honors cultural and |inguistic diversity. The
departnent shall include parents and | egal guardi ans in the devel opnent
of policies and program deci sions affecting their children.

Sec. 6. RCW43.215.100 and 2007 ¢ 394 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Subject to the availability of amounts appropriated for this
speci fic purpose, the departnent, in collaboration with community and
statewi de partners, shall inplenment a voluntary quality rating and
i nprovenent system _called_the_ early achievers program _that is
applicable to licensed or certified child care centers and hones and
early education prograns.

(2) The purpose of the ((veluntary—gualtyratinrgand—irAproverent
systern)) early achievers programis:. (a) To give parents clear and
easily accessible informati on about the quality of child care and early
educati on prograns, support inprovenent in early |earning prograns
t hroughout the state, increase the readiness of children for school
and close the disparity in access to quality care; _and (b) to establish
a commpn_set of expectations_and standards that define, neasure, and
inprove the quality of early learning settings.

(3) Participation in the early achievers programis voluntary for
licensed or certified child care centers and hones.

(4) By fiscal year 2015, Wshington_state_preschool prograns
receiving state funds nust enroll in the early achievers program and
maintain a mni numscore | evel.

(5) Before final inplenentation of the ((weluntary—egquabty rating
and—rprovenent—systen)) early achievers program the departnent shal

report on_program progress, as_defined within the race to_the_ top
federal grant award, and_ expenditures to the appropriate policy and
fiscal conmttees of the legislature. Nothing in this section changes
the departnment's responsibility to collectively bargain over mandatory
subj ect s.

Sec. 7. RCW43.215.430 and 1994 c 166 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

The departnent shall review applications from public or private
nonsectarian organizations for state funding of early childhood

p. 11 2SHB 1723. SL
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education and assistance prograns ((anrd—award—fonrds—as—determned-—by

departrent—+ules—and-based—on)). The departnent shall consider |oca
community needs ((and)), denonstrated capacity ((te—provide—serviees)),

and the need to support a mxed delivery systemof early learning that
i ncludes alternative nodels for delivery including licensed centers and
licensed famly child care providers when review ng applications

Sec. 8. RCW43.215.545 and 2006 c 265 s 204 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The departnent of early |earning shall

(1) Work in conjunction with the statewi de child care resource and
referral network as well as | ocal governnents, nonprofit organizations,
busi nesses, and community child care advocates to create local child
care resource and referral organizations. These organi zati ons may
carry out needs assessnents, resource devel opnent, provider training,
techni cal assistance, and parent information and training;

(2) Actively seek public and private noney for distribution as
grants to the statewide child care resource and referral network and to
existing or potential local child care resource and referra
or gani zati ons;

(3) Adopt rules regarding the application for and distribution of
grants to local child care resource and referral organizations. The
rules shall, at a mninum require an applicant to submt a plan for
achieving the foll ow ng objectives:

(a) Provide parents with information about child care resources,
i ncludi ng | ocation of services and subsi di es;

(b) Carry out child care provider recruitnment and training
prograns, including training under RCW74. 25. 040;

(c) Ofer support services, such as parent and provider sem nars,
toy-lending libraries, and substitute banks;

(d) Provide information for businesses regarding child care supply
and demand;

(e) Advocate for increased public and private sector resources
devoted to child care;

(f) Provide technical assistance to enployers regardi ng enpl oyee
child care services; and

(g) Serve recipients of tenporary assistance for needy famlies and
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wor ki ng parents with incones at or bel ow household i nconmes of ((ene))
two hundred ((seventy—+i+ve)) percent of the federal poverty line;

(4) Provide staff support and technical assistance to the statew de
child care resource and referral network and |l ocal child care resource
and referral organizations;

(5) Maintain a statewide child care |icensing data bank and work
Wi th departnment licensors to provide information to local child care
resource and referral organi zations about |icensed child care providers
in the state;

(6) Through the statewide child care resource and referral network
and | ocal resource and referral organizations, conpile data about | ocal
child care needs and availability for future planning and devel opnent;

(7) Coordinate with the statewide child care resource and referra
network and local child care resource and referral organizations for
the provision of training and technical assistance to child care
provi ders; ((and))

(8) Collect and assenble information regarding the availability of
i nsurance and of federal and other child care funding to assist state
and | ocal agencies, businesses, and other child care providers in
offering child care services,

(9) Subject to the availability of anmpunts appropriated for this
specific purpose, beginning Septenber 1, 2013, increase the base rate
for all child care providers by ten percent;

(10) Subject to the availability of anmpbunts appropriated for this
specific_ purpose, provide tiered subsidy rate_ enhancenents to child
care providers if the provider neets the follow ng requirenents:

(a) The provider enrolls in quality rating and inprovenent system
levels 2, 3, 4, or 5;

(b) The provider is actively participating in the early achievers
program

(c) The provider continues to advance towards level 5 of the early
achi evers program and

(d) The provider nust conplete level 2 within thirty nonths or the
rei nbursenent rate returns the level 1 rate; and

(11) Require exenpt providers to participate in__continuing
education, if adequate funding is avail able.

p. 13 2SHB 1723. SL
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Sec. 9. RCW43.215.135 and 2012 ¢ 253 s 5 and 2012 ¢ 251 s 1 are
each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnment shall establish and inplenent policies in the
wor ki ng connections child care programto pronote stability and quality
of care for children from | owincone househol ds. Policies for the
expendi ture of funds constituting the working connections child care
program nmust be consistent with the outcone neasures defined in RCW
74. 08A. 410 and the standards established in this section intended to
pronote continuity of care for children

(2) Beginning in fiscal year 2013, authorizations for the working
connections child care subsidy shall be effective for twelve nonths
unl ess a change in circunstances necessitates reauthorization sooner
than twel ve nonths. The twelve-nonth certification applies only if the
enrollnments in the child care subsidy or working connections child care
program ar e capped.

(3) Subject to the availability of anmpunts appropriated for this
specific_purpose, beginning_ Septenber 1, 2013, working_ connections
child care_ providers_shall receive_ a_ five percent_increase_in_the
subsidy rate for enrolling inlevel 2 in the early achievers prograns.
Providers must conplete level 2 and advance to level 3 within thirty
nonths in order to maintain this increase.

Passed by the House April 25, 2013.

Passed by the Senate April 24, 2013.

Approved by the Governor My 21, 2013, with the exception of
certain itens that were vetoed.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 21, 2013.

Note: Governor's explanation of partial veto is as follows:

"I amreturning, herewith, w thout ny approval as to Section 4, Second
Substitute House Bill 1723 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Relating to expanding and streamlining early |I|earning
servi ces and prograns”

Section 4 creates a technical working group to review child care and
preschool funding sources, eligibility requirenents, and system
design. A related task force is established in Second Substitute

Senate Bill 5595, which involves broader stakeholder participation
and a l|arger scope of the analysis. | am therefore vetoing this
section to avoid duplicating efforts that will |ikely achieve simlar
results.

| will direct both the Departnent of Early Learning and Departnent of
Social and Health Services to collaborate with the appropriate
| egislative commttees in developing options to further integrate
child care services toward a system that Is coordinated,
conpl enmentary, and user-friendly to parents.

Wth the exception of Section 4, Second Substitute House Bill 1723 is
approved. "
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